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SPECIAL MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OF THE MISSISSIPPI AIRPORTS ASSOCIATION 

February 1, 2024 

BE IT REMEMBERED, that the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of the Mississippi Airports 
Association (the “Association”) convened a special meeting (the “Meeting”) of the Board at 2:00 
p.m. on February 1, 2024 in the Fondren Community Room of the Trustmark National Bank 
Building located at 3221 Old Canton Road, Jackson, Mississippi 39216, in accordance with 
Section 6.4.2 of the Bylaws of the Association. 

1. ROLL CALL AND DECLARATION OF QUORUM. 

President Kirkpatrick called the Meeting to order at 2:10 p.m. and called the roll of Directors.  
The following Directors were present and participated in the Meeting: 

Wes Kirkpatrick, President, Monroe County Airport  
Clay Williams, Vice-President, Gulfport- Biloxi Reginal Airport Authority 
Mike Forster, Treasurer, Louisville-Winston County Airport (via telephone) 
Rosa Beckett, Jackson Municipal Airport Authority 
Tommy Booth, Michael Baker International, Inc. 
Joe Wheeler, Tupelo Airport Authority 
Tom Williams, Meridian Airport Authority 

The following additional persons were present and participated in the Meeting: 

Kathy Kenne, Tellōs Marketing, LLC, Executive Director 
Jeff Wagner, Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC, General Counsel 

President Kirkpatrick noted that a quorum was present and declared that the Meeting was 
competent to proceed with the business identified on the Agenda attached to these Minutes as 
Attachment 1.   

2. APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 4, 2023 SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES. 

The first matter to come before the Board was consideration of the minutes of the Special 
Meeting of the Board of Directors held on December 4, 2023.  After discussion, upon motion 
duly made by Mr. Owens and seconded by Mr. Booth, the Board unanimously approved the 
Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Board held on December 4, 2023.  President Kirkpatrick 
directed that the Minutes be filed in the Minute Book of the Association. 

3. PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 

President Kirkpatrick noted the passing of Elton Jay and the huge hole that it will leave in the 
Association.  President Kirkpatrick asked everyone to keep Elton’s family in their prayers. 
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President Kirkpatrick thanked everyone that was able to make it to meeting and to Capitol Day 
and thanked Kathy Kenne for all the last-minute scheduling issues that she handled so adeptly.   

4. TREASURER’S REPORT. 

The next matter to come before the Board was the Treasurer’s Report, a copy of which is 
attached to these minutes as Attachment 2.  Mr. Forster noted that the Association’s financial 
statements are much more positive than the ones presented at the last meeting, due mainly to the 
Association having already collected 80% of member dues for the year and having received the 
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority’s dues for 2023.  In all, the Association shows a net income 
of approximately $23,000 for the first quarter of Fiscal Year 2024. 

Mr. Forster then presented the Budget Proposal attached as part of the Treasurer’s Report.  Mr. 
Forster noted that he, President Kirkpatrick, Matt Dowell and Ms. Kenne had worked together to 
assemble the proposal.  Mr. Forster stated that, as he has been saying for a while, the Association 
needs to increase membership to increase revenue, and each Director should be taking an active 
role in soliciting new members.  Mr. Forster indicated he has been talking to the City of Madison 
Airport and has been advised it will be rejoining the Association.  

President Kirkpatrick stated that he had a new thought for recruiting members.  Unlike prior 
efforts, for this one, he was asking each Director to contact one non-member airport about 
joining the Association. 

Following discussion, Mr. Tom Williams moved, and Mr. Clay Williams seconded, that the 
Board accept the Finance Report attached to these minutes as Attachment 2, including the 
Budget Proposal attached thereto.  There being no further discussion, President Kirkpatrick 
called for a vote on the matter with all Directors present voting in the affirmative. 

5. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT. 

Ms. Kenne distributed the recruiting materials attached to these Minutes as Attachment 3 which 
she hoped would be helpful in bringing in new members. 

Ms. Kenne stated that the Association is sending flowers for Elton’s funeral this coming 
Saturday, but that if anyone wanted to contribute, any excess would go into a scholarship fund. 

6. COMMITTEE REPORTS. 

A. 2024 Annual Conference and Meeting. 

Ms. Kenne reminded everyone that the 2024 Conference will be in Tupelo, September 18-20.  
Joe Wheeler indicted that they were currently looking at a number of different venues for events.  
Mr. Wheeler stated that he would like to add another evening party and would be looking for 
potential sponsors for that event.  Mr. Wheeler noted that the usual Wednesday shooting and golf 
events would be available.  
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B. 2025 Annual Conference and Meeting. 

Ms. Kenne stated that possible locations for the 2025 Conference are under consideration.  The 
initial plan was for the 2025 Annual Conference to be held in Hattiesburg, but that may not 
work.   

C. Legislative Committee. 

Mr. Clay Williams stated that he believed the Capitol Day was a big success and gave airport 
directors in attendance the opportunity to thank Legislators for prior assistance as well as to raise 
the issue of equity in the funding of projects under the Strategic Multi-modal Investments Fund.  
Mr. Williams noted that the Legislative Committee had worked with Kathy on developing a 
white paper on the benefits derived from airports in the state to distribute to Legislators.   

Mr. Williams reminded everyone to thank Josh Stubbs, Brad White and each of the 
Transportation Commissioners for agreeing to provide the match on Airport Infrastructure 
Grants. 

7. OLD BUSINESS. 

A. Strategic Multi-Modal Investments Fund. 

Mr. Clay Williams stated that the Mississippi Railroad Association is pushing hard against the 
Association’s initiative for equal funding among the three modes because its members have the 
opportunity to leverage Strategic Multimodal Investment Funds for significant federal funding. 

Ms. Beckett stated that the Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (JMAA) had hired Donna 
Echols to work with JMAA on lobbying issues and would be happy to help the Association in 
this effort.   

B. State Airport System Plan; Economic Impact Analysis. 

President Kirkpatrick reminded everyone that at the last meeting, the Board had discussed the 
need to update the State Airport System Plan and Economic Impact Analysis, and that the 
Federal Aviation Administration had indicated it may be able to help fund, but that it would need 
to be done through the Mississippi Department of Transportation which would be expected to 
pay a portion of the costs.  MDOT has indicated it does not have funds for that type of study.   

8. NEW BUSINESS. 

A. Airport Critical Needs Grant Fund.   

Ms. Beckett stated that JMAA was working with Ms. Echols on the idea of a state grant program 
to help airports with addressing critical needs as outlined on Attachment 4 to these Minutes.  As 
contemplated, the plan would provide a 10% match for federal grants to address the most 
pressing airport needs.  Ms. Beckett asked the Association to help JMAA in this effort. 
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Following discussion, Mr. Wheeler moved, and Tom Williams seconded, that the Association 
work with JMAA on an initiative with the Mississippi Legislature to institute and fund an 
“Airport Critical Needs Grant Program.”  There being no further discussion on the matter, 
President Kirkpatrick called for a vote on the matter with all Directors present voting in the 
affirmative.   

B. Resolution Commending the Life and Contributions of Elton E. Jay to 
Airports and Aviation in the State of Mississippi and Naming the Mississippi 
Airports Association Professional of the Year Award in honor of Elton E. Jay 

President Kirkpatrick offered the following resolution commending the life of Elton Jay and 
naming the Association’s Professional of the Year Award after Elton Jay:  

RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE LIFE OF ELTON 
EDWARD JAY, JR. AND THE SERVICE OF ELTON E. JAY TO 
AIRPORTS AND AVIATION IN THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI  

WHEREAS, Elton Edward Jay, Jr. passed from this life on January 26, 
2024 at the age of 86; and 

WHEREAS, Elton began his career in aviation as an airport engineer in 
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Airports District Office in Memphis, 
Tennessee where he worked from 1970 to 1974; and 

WHEREAS, from 1974 to 1997, Elton worked in various capacities in the 
FAA Airports District Office in Jackson, Mississippi, where he was a constant 
source of support for Mississippi airports and aviation interests in Mississippi; 
and  

WHEREAS, after retiring from FAA in 1997, Elton began a new career 
as Director of Aeronautics with the Mississippi Department of Transportation 
(MDOT), serving in that capacity until his retirement in 2007; and  

WHEREAS, as Director of Aeronautics with MDOT, Elton was the 
principal champion for Mississippi airports and aviation interests within state 
government, exemplified by his leadership in implementing the Multi-Modal 
Transportation Fund grant program for airports, which provides millions of 
dollars in state funding to Mississippi airports each year; and  

WHEREAS, upon his retirement from MDOT in 2007, the FAA Southern 
Region presented Elton its highest honor, The Kitty Hawk Award, recognizing 
Elton for his contributions in providing leadership in planning and developing 
safe and efficient airports in Mississippi while serving as the Aeronautics Director 
with MDOT; and 
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WHEREAS, throughout his professional life, Elton also served his 
country in the Army National Guard, rising to the rank of Colonel and serving as 
Base Commander of Camp McCain until his retirement in October 1998; and 

WHEREAS, Elton’s even temperament, gentle manner, unparalleled 
expertise and disarming wit earned him universal respect from all who worked 
with him; and  

WHEREAS, the Mississippi Airports Association awarded Elton its 
highest honor by naming Elton a Member for Life in the Association and a 
Member for Life of the Board of Directors of the Association;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS OF THE MISSISSIPPI AIRPORTS ASSOCIATION: 

THAT, the Association hereby commends the life and service of Elton 
Edward Jay, Jr. to airports and aviation in the State of Mississippi; and 

THAT, the Association shall forever honor and memorialize the 
contributions of Elton to the development of aviation and airports in the State of 
Mississippi by naming its Professional of the Year Award after Elton, from 
hereafter to be known as The Elton Edward Jay, Jr. Mississippi Airports 
Association Professional of the Year Award. 

Mr. Booth seconded the motion.  Following discussion, President Kirkpatrick called for a vote 
on the matter with all Directors present voting in the affirmative.   

Mr. Wagner suggested inviting Sonia Jay to the next Board meeting in Jackson to present the 
award. 

Mr. Booth advised the Board that he is going to contact Panola County about renaming its airport 
after Elton and asked the Board to consider whether it would help with the costs of monument 
signage in the event Panola County agreed. 

9. OTHER MATTERS.  

A. Mississippi Department of Transportation. 

Josh Stubbs was unable to attend the meeting. 

B. Federal Aviation Administration. 

Ms. Kenne indicated that Will Shuler was unable to attend but asked her to let the Board know 
that airports should expect a fully funded Airports Improvement Program later this year. 
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C. Legislative Report. 

Mr. Wagner noted that although the deadline for originating non-revenue bills does not occur 
until February 19, 2024, several bills of interest have already been introduced, including: 

HB 197 Would remove the requirement that a governmental authority seek the 
approval of the Public Procurement Review Board prior to electing not to 
use a reverse auction for a particular procurement 

HB 304 Authorizes airports to require a permit from a military installation before 
allowing a rideshare driver to transport a servicemember from the airport to 
the military installation 

HB 673 Would raise the threshold for soliciting written quotes for procurements 
from $5,000.01 to $15,000.01 

HB 697 Creates the Mississippi Aviation Safety Act which would require the 
registration of certain (mainly agricultural) towers greater than 50 feet tall, 
but less than 200 feet tall, with the Mississippi Agricultural Aviation 
Association 

HB 628; HB 771 Would extend the repealer on the public’s right to access public records 
under the Mississippi Public Records Act from July 1, 2024 to July 1, 2027 

SB 2042 Would prohibit any public body from keeping the terms of any settlement 
agreement confidential 

  

ADJOURNMENT. 

There being no further business to come before the Meeting, upon motion duly made, seconded, 
and unanimously adopted, the Meeting adjourned at 3:25 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
__________________________________ 
Wes Kirkpatrick, President 
Mississippi Airports Association
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ATTACHMENT 1 

AGENDA 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
 

RECRUITING MATERIALS
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ATTACHMENT 4 

OUTLINE OF PROPOSED AIRPORT CRITICAL NEEDS GRANT FUND 






